     

	



Help Protect Children, And help victims heal.
WHO WE ARE

We are supporters and survivors of child sexual abuse by clergy. We belong to a support group called SNAP, Survivors Network in those Abused by Priests (SNAPnetwork.org).
WHAT WE WANT

We want to protect the vulnerable and heal the wounded. We are especially concerned about the hundreds of victims who were abused by nuns. All victims have difficulty reporting the crime, but frequently those abused by women are embarrassed and believe society does not view the harm done to them as serious as abuse by men. 
WHY WE'RE HERE TODAY

In April, Toledo Bishop Leonard Blair was tapped by the Vatican to lead an investigation into a group representing 95% of American nuns. The probe is expected to focus largely on “doctrinal issues,” but SNAP wants it expanded to include sexual abuse and cover ups by nuns, or a separate investigation launched.

http://toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090418/NEWS10/904180352/-1/NEWS02
SNAP believes Blair has the clout and obligation to prod the church hierarchy in Rome to broaden his inquiry. The group has been and remains highly critical of how Blair has handled pedophile priest cases in his own diocese. Still, it worries that there’s virtually no data on how extensive sexual abuse by nuns is, and feels that a self-survey would provide at least a ‘starting point’ for education and reform.

Later this month, Blair is expected to send surveys to almost 400 institutes of nuns and religious congregations across the country. It could easily be changed to include questions about sexual abuse.

Alternatively, SNAP feels Blair could prod Vatican officials to insist on a separate inquiry into child molestation by Catholic sisters. SNAP has been contacted by several hundred men and women who report having been sexually violated by American nuns.

SNAP believes church officials have a moral and civic duty to help reach out to others who may be suffering in shame, silence and self-blame. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP

-- Ask parishioners, family and friends if they were molested as kids. If so, urge them to call police, get help, expose predators and start healing.

-- Call Bishop Blair 419 244 6711 –  Ask him to add to the survey he is sending to American nuns to inquire about sexual abuse and what they are doing to assist victims.

-- Urge Bishop Blair to post on the Diocesan website the names and whereabouts of predator clergy, including nuns and those belonging to any religious community, female or male, so that parents can better protect their kids.

-- Talk with other church officials. Urge them to also reach out to those who've been wounded. 

-- Learn more about this on-going crisis. Go to BishopAccountabilty.org and look up abuse by nuns. 
-- Go to our website: SNAPnetwork.org. Read "You can make a difference." Print this sheet out and give it to other Catholics. http://www.snapnetwork.org/links_homepage/wanna_make_difference.htm
Together, we can help stop child sex abuse and help heal victims of child sex abuse.

In June, a group of Irish nuns publicly apologized for abuse perpetrated there by its members.

http://www.bishop-accountability.org/news2009/05_06/2009_06_30_IrishTimes_NunsIssue.htm 

Contact: SNAP, www.snapnetwork.org, 312 455 1499 or Barbara Blaine 312 399 4747.
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